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COURSE TITLE:  Fairs And Festivals In North East India 

COURSE OBJECTIVE: The paper intends to acquaint the students the importance of cultural 

celebrations that is connected with religious beliefs, folklore, local customs, changing season’s 

harvests etc. The inter-disciplinary approach of the course is to make the students understand that 

the diversity of the region is not only represented through their cultural idioms, and artistic 

productions but it also serve as economic drivers for local communities as well as fostering 

growth and cohesion.  

UNIT 1: Concept and Meaning, Classification of fairs in Northeast region 

1. Fairs and festivals- origin and evolution 

2. Historical importance of fairs and festivals –social, cultural and religious.  

3. Types of Fairs-cultural and regional-Ambubachi Mela, Jonbeel Mela, Ashoka Ashtami 

Mela, Udalgiri trade fair.  

UNIT II: Festivals in Northeast India 

1. Types of Festivals in Northeast India- beliefs, tradition, celebration of ethnicity 

2. Festivals and the artistic production, community and local sustainability 

3. Performative arts- dance forms of Assam and Manipur 

UNIT III: Festivals ofNagaland 

1. Tribes and types of festivals- (State recognized festivals) 

2. Naga Festivals as intangible cultural heritage 

3. Change and continuity-Contemporary festivals (Hornbill Festival) 
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